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H&S: Asbestos law changes are coming in
April
If your business involves handling asbestos, you need to know about law changes designed to keep you and your
workers safe.

As of 4 April 2016, most asbestos removal work will require a licence. This will affect not only asbestos removal
businesses, but also builders, roofers and other tradespeople who remove asbestos.

The new laws will help make sure people removing asbestos have the skills and experience they need to keep
themselves, and others, safe. Tragically, more than 170 New Zealanders die each year from asbestos-related
diseases.

In the new regime there will be two types of licences available:

Class A licences. These will be required if you’re removing any amount of friable (powdery or has potential to
become powdery) asbestos. The types of asbestos that can be removed include:

any type or quantity of asbestos, or asbestos containing material (ACM), including:
any amount of friable asbestos or ACM
any amount of asbestos.

Class B licences. These will be required if you’re removing more than 10m2 of non-friable asbestos. The types of
asbestos that can be removed include:

any amount of non-friable (bonded) asbestos or ACM
asbestos contaminated dust or debris (ACD) associated with removing any amount of non-friable asbestos or
ACM.

Note: No licences will be required if you’re removing:

Up to and including 10m2 of non-friable asbestos cumulatively over the course of the removal project
ACD associated with the removal of that amount of non-friable asbestos
ACD that’s not associated with the removal of asbestos and is only a minor contamination.

What do I need to do?
Licences can’t be issued until the regulations are passed, but if you know you’re going to need a Class B licence,
you can register your interest in a Class B licence (external link) (http://forms.worksafe.govt.nz/asbestos-removal-
notification) on the WorkSafe website now.

You’ll be asked for the following information:

the name of your business and where you operate
how many employees you have
the type of business you operate (building, roofing, etc)
contact details.

If you already have a Certificate of Competence for restricted asbestos work, you don’t
need to do anything yet.

Your certificate will allow you to work under the new asbestos regulations (under the categories specified on your
certificate), until your certificate expires. At that point, you will need to apply for one of the new licences or to work
on another business’s licence.
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What is reasonably 'practicable'
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There is a lot of misinformation and confusion about what reasonably practicable means.

(/risks-and-operations/health-and-safety/what-is-reasonably-practicable/)
Find out what you need to do
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Busting six myths about health and safety reforms

(/news/busting-six-myths-about-health-and-safety-reforms/)

Paper cuts don’t equal workplace hazards, and other myths around health and safety reforms debunked and
demystified.

(/news/busting-six-myths-about-health-and-safety-reforms/)
Read on
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Who will do what in your business?
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Learn about the new responsibilities for business owners and operators, plus their staff, visitors and customers

(/news/health-and-safety-wholl-do-what-in-your-business/)
Read all about it!
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H&S risks at work
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If risks can’t be reasonably eliminated, the law says you must take “reasonably practicable steps” to minimise
them.
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Find out what this means
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Providing protective gear

(/)

If you provide personal protective equipment to your workers, here’s how to stay compliant with H&S law.

(/)
Read all about it!
(/)
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