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Law changes for overseas investment in Kiwi businesses
If you are a New Zealand business seeking overseas investment, there are new requirements you’ll
need to follow. Find out about the changes and what you need to do.

When: From 16 June 2020

What: Changes have been made to rules that impact New Zealand businesses looking for overseas
investment. The changes include:

a new requirement to notify the Overseas Investment Office (OIO) about overseas investments,
and
a new national interest test that will apply to some investment transactions.

OIO will need to be notified about all overseas investments that will result in:

more than 25% of a New Zealand business or its assets being owned by investors outside of
New Zealand, or
an increase to an existing holding beyond 50, 70 or to 100%.

A new national interest assessment will apply in rare circumstances to evaluate whether an
overseas investment in sensitive and high-risk assets are in New Zealand’s national interests.  

Changes also mean the application process for lower-risk investment transactions is simplified, and
some transactions will no longer need consent.

Changes to the Overseas Investment Act (external link) (https://www.linz.govt.nz/overseas-
investment/changes-overseas-investment-act) — Overseas Investment Office

Who: New Zealand businesses seeking overseas investment.

Why: Overseas investment can support New Zealand’s COVID-19 economic recovery, so that
businesses can continue to grow and evolve, and keep more New Zealanders in jobs. The right
checks and balances are needed to protect businesses that are important to New Zealand’s national
security, economy, and communities.

What you need to do: If you are seeking overseas investment, be aware of the changes to when
the OIO needs to be notified, and that a new national interest assessment might apply to overseas
investors wanting to invest in your business.

Businesses seeking investment should get advice from their advisors, for example a lawyer or
accountant.

Do you have more questions about changes to the Overseas Investment
Act?

Contact the Overseas Investment office at OIO@linz.govt.nz (mailto:OIO@linz.govt.nz).
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Are you ready to expand?

(/how-to-grow/importing-and-exporting/international-market-research/)

Researching international markets is the key element in developing successful international
marketing strategies.

(/how-to-grow/importing-and-exporting/international-market-research/)
Find out more
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Test if you’re ready to grow

(/how-to-grow/growth-and-innovation/test-if-you-are-ready-to-grow/#e137)

Are you and your business ripe to expand? Take our self-assessment test and find out.

(/how-to-grow/growth-and-innovation/test-if-you-are-ready-to-grow/#e137)
Get started
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Build your business confidence

(/build-your-business-confidence/)

Here you’ll find tips, tools and visual guides to boost and test your knowledge and skills.

(/build-your-business-confidence/)
Learn more
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Strategic funding with investors and lenders

(/business-performance/strategic-finance/find-the-right-type-of-funding-for-your-business/)

To reach goals or kick-start a business idea, you may need to seek funding. Here’s how to navigate
that route.

(/business-performance/strategic-finance/find-the-right-type-of-funding-for-your-business/)
Get started
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